2. Phonology 

Below is a brief overview of the phonology of Nyindrou. 

2.1 Inventory of consonants 

Nyindrou has 22 consonant phonemes represented in Table 1: 

Table 1. Nyindrou consonants 

Velarised Labial Alveolar Palatal Velar Lab. Glottal 
labials Velars 



g^ 



Stops 


vl 


p- 


P 


t 




k 




vd 


fe^ 


b 


d 


J 


g 


Prenasals 








n^r 






Fricatives 








S 






Nasals 




m^ 


m 


n 


n 




Laterals 






I 








Flaps 






r 








Semivowels 




w 




y 
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Labanas, Matthew Kubwesan, Jessie Siraon, and the members of the Nyindrou 
Translation Committee. Those who contributed most to the present word list were 
Timothy Kundrake and Charles Kowak. 
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2.1.1 Discussion. The phonemes /pA /p"*"/, /d/, /g/, and /gV are of relatively 
low frequency, /p/ and /t/ are lightly aspirated, /g/ and /k/ contrast only 
word initially. /"dV is a prenasalised alveolar stop with flapped release. It 
occurs with great frequency and is very common in Manus languages, /n/ is 
a palatalised nasal which very clearly contrasts with /n/. There is no velar 
nasal in the language. /}/ is only lightly voiced and has the quality of a 
palatalised stop. In the practical orthography the glottal stop is written as a 
hyphen, and only when it occurs word medially. In the present word list the 
glottal stop is represented as /?/, with the hyphen representing morpheme 
breaks, /r/ is normally flapped, except in final position where it is a voiceless 
trill. Only /k/, /m/, /n/, /h/, /r/, /s/, /p/, /w/ and /y/ are found word finally. 



2.2 Inventory of vowels 

Nyindrou has five vowel phonemes: 

Table 2. Nyindrou vowels 



Front Central Back 



High i u 

Mid e o 

Low a 



In addition to the five basic vowels the following diphthongs may occupy the 
nucleus of a syllable: ei, ai, oiy ui, eu, ou, au, iu, ae, and ao. The diphthongs 
ac and ao occur with relatively low frequency. 



2.2.1 Discussion. All the vowels are somewhat lengthened in stressed 
syllables. The back vowels /u/ and /o/ tend to be nasalised when contiguous 
to nasals, /o/ tends to be more open when contiguous to velars and glottals. 

2.3 Word stress 

Stress generally falls on the first syllable of multisyllable words. With verbs 
having modal/aspectual prefixes, the stress generally falls on the first stem 
syllable. 
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